
Syllabus:  T101 - Grasping God’s Word

Dates:  September 9 – November 25, 2019, 6:30-8:00pm 

Course Description: Paul charged Timothy, “Be diligent to present yourself 
approved to God as a workman who does not need to be ashamed, accurately 
handling the word of truth (2 Tim 2:15).”  Most all sincere Christians want to 
accurately handle the word of truth.  However, we face a challenge . . . what does it 
mean to accurately handle God’s Word?  How do we read, interpret it, and apply it 
accurately?  And, what is a gameplay for becoming a true “workman” when it 
comes to personal Bible Study.  The desire of this course is to help equip you to 
personally observe, interpret, and apply God’s Word.

Course Objective: We believe God wants us to know Him.  One of the 
primary ways He has revealed Himself to us is through the Bible.  Therefore, our 
ultimate objective in this course is to learn methods to help us handle more 
accurately the Word of God, so that we can better perceive who God is and what 
He is calling us to as we study the Scriptures.

Instructors:
• Mark Robinson (markrobinson@wildwoodchurch.org)
• Mike Strauss (straussou@gmail.com)

Required Textbook:  Living by the Book: the Art and Science of Reading the Bible, 
by Hendricks and Hendricks.  The textbook is not included with the registration 
fee, and is recommend to be purchased prior to first class session.

Course Requirement:  Each participant in the class will complete the 
following:

• Complete assigned readings in “Living by the Book” by Howard and William 
Hendricks

• Complete three key class assignments as outlined in this syllabus (one 
related to observation, one to interpretation, and one to application.)
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Course Policies:  It is strongly desired that each student be actively engaged 
with the content of the course and actively participate during class time – 
consistent attendance is strongly encouraged.

Course Schedule:

• September 9 - Intro - chapters 1-4
• September 16  - Overview of Bible Study  
• September 23 - Observation part 1 - chapters 5-7
• September 30 - Observation part 2 - chapters 8-18
• October 7 - Observation part 3 - chapters 19-26
• October 14 - Interpretation part 1 - chapters 27-29
• October 21 - Interpretation part 2 - chapters 30-34
• October 28 - Interpretation part 3 - chapters 35-38
• November 4 - Application part 1 - chapters 39-43
• November 11 - Application part 2 - chapters 44-47
• November 18 - Bible Study Methods 
• November 25 - What’s Next? - chapter 48

Course Assignments:

• Observation Assignment:  Based on the principles found in chapters 
19-26, produce a chart of observations you have regarding one of three 
sections of God’s Word.

• Interpretation Assignment:  Do the Interpretation assignments 
referenced by Dr. Hendricks at the end of chapters 30-34. 

• Application Assignment:  Use 2 Timothy 3:16-17 and 1 Peter 1:20-21 
to write a one page action plan for how you will apply these two passages in 
your personal life. 


